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RE: CC Docket No. 96-45, Annual State Commission Rale Comparability Review and
Certificalion for Areas Serviced by Non-Rural Carriers.

In accordance with 47 C.F.R. § 54.316, the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission
hereby certilies thal the residential ielephone rates charged for service as of July 1, 2010,
are reasonably comparable to urban rates nationwide.

In its Order on Remand, Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Memorandum of
Opinion and Order released in the above-referenced docket on October 27, 20(}31, the
Federa! Communications Commission established an annually-adjusted nationwide rate
benchmark as a "safe harbor.” Based upon the "safe harbor," rates in rural, high-cost
areas that are below the benchmark are presumed to be reasonably comparable to urban
rates nationwide. The residential rales in rural areas served by FairPoint Communications
fail within the sale harbor afforded by 47 C.F.R. § 54.316(b).

[[ additional information is required, contact Jennifer Ducharme at {603) 271-6028.
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' Order on Remand, Further Notice of Proposed Ridemoking and Memarandum of Opinion and Order, CC
Docker No. 96-45, FCC 03-245, 18 FCC Red 22559, rel. Gomwber 27, 2003.



